
129 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Harmony amidst Conflict: Using “Heal the World” as 
Advocacy for Peace between Palestine and Israel 

 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.31920/2634-3665/2024/v13n1a7 

 

Sakhiseni Joseph Yende 
Forensic Linguistics and Multilingualism; 
Department of African Language Studies 

University of the Western Cape 
Cape Town, South Africa 
sakhiseniyende@gmail.com 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7649-2799 
 

& 
 

Lindokuhle Precious Hlatshwayo 
Department of Social Work 

University of the Western Cape 
Cape Town, South Africa 
lphlatshwayoo@gmail.com 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7718-4280 
 
 

Abstract  
 
This study explored the potential of Michael Jackson's iconic song, "Heal the 
World," to serve as an effective advocacy tool for peace between Palestine and 
Israel. Released in 1991, the song's universal message of love, unity, and 
collective responsibility transcends geopolitical boundaries, offering a shared 
vision for a harmonious future. In the context of the enduring conflict, the 
song's call for global harmony resonates profoundly, offering a shared vision 
for a better future. For this study, a qualitative research methodology known as 
"desk research" or "secondary research" was employed. This approach involves 
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the collection and synthesis of information from various written and digital 
sources, such as books, articles, reports, databases, and other publicly available 
materials. The findings of this article revealed that the analysis of Michael 
Jackson's "Heal the World" in the context of peace advocacy between Palestine 
and Israel revealed a multifaceted narrative deeply rooted in the song's universal 
themes of love, unity, and collective responsibility. The historical backdrop of 
the early 1990s, marked by the end of the Cold War and a surge in 
environmental and social consciousness, sets the stage for understanding the 
song's creation and reception. Jackson's commitment to humanitarian causes 
and his belief in the transformative power of art become evident, positioning 
"Heal the World" as a poignant response to global challenges. This article 
concluded by affirming that in the ever-evolving landscape of global challenges, 
the call to action embedded in "Heal the World" remains as pertinent as ever. It 
stands as a reminder that irrespective of the complexities surrounding 
geopolitical conflicts, the universal themes of love, empathy, and collective 
responsibility have the potential to unite diverse populations in the pursuit of a 
more harmonious and peaceful world. The song's enduring legacy encourages 
us to harness the transformative power of art in our continued efforts towards a 
better, more interconnected future. 
  
Keywords: Geopolitical conflicts; Heal the World, Israel, Peace, Palestine. 

 
Introduction 
 
It is essential to state that music, with its unique ability to transcend 
language and cultural barriers, has long held a significant role in fostering 
reconciliation, peacebuilding, and catalysing social and political change 
(Burnard et al., 2015). Throughout history, melodies and harmonies have 
resonated in the hearts and minds of individuals across diverse 
backgrounds, uniting them in shared experiences and emotions. This 
universal language of music has been employed as a powerful tool, 
capable of bridging divides, healing wounds, and igniting movements for 
positive transformation (Goldstein, 2016). One of the most striking 
aspects of music's impact lies in its ability to evoke powerful emotions 
and memories. A haunting melody or a stirring rhythm can tap into the 
deepest recesses of the human soul, stirring up sentiments of empathy, 
compassion, and shared humanity (Southard, 2022).  

In moments of conflict and strife, when words often fall short, music 
steps in as an eloquent messenger, conveying sentiments that may 
otherwise remain unexpressed (Janmohamed, 2023). It becomes a 
conduit for understanding, a means through which individuals can 
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connect on a profound emotional level, transcending the limitations of 
language or ideology (Nixon, 2021). Beyond its emotional resonance, 
music has been instrumental in galvanising collective action and 
advocating change. Anthems of protest and calls for justice have echoed 
through the streets of countless nations, providing a unifying soundtrack 
for movements dedicated to social progress (Myrick, 2021). From the 
Civil Rights era in the United States, where songs like "We Shall 
Overcome" became anthems of hope and resilience, to the anti-apartheid 
struggle in South Africa, where music played a pivotal role in mobilising 
communities, music has demonstrated its potential as a force for socio-
political transformation (Jaftha, 2021).  

Moreover, music has often served as a platform for marginalised 
voices to be heard. It has provided a stage for artistes to express their 
perspectives, challenge established norms, and shed light on the injustices 
faced by their communities (Mahlasela, 2020). Through lyrics that tell 
stories of struggle, resilience, and hope, musicians have amplified the 
voices of the disenfranchised, using their artistry to shine a spotlight on 
issues that demand attention and action. In doing so, they have 
empowered listeners to engage with the realities of others, fostering 
empathy and a deeper understanding of the complexities of social issues. 
Additionally, music has been an invaluable tool for cultural diplomacy 
and cross-cultural understanding. Through the exchange of musical 
traditions and performances, individuals from different parts of the 
world have found common ground, celebrating the richness and diversity 
of global cultures (McGrath & Brennan, 2020). Collaborations between 
artistes of different backgrounds have led to the creation of transcendent 
works of art that reflect the shared aspirations of humanity. These 
musical dialogues serve as a testament to the potential for music to build 
bridges of understanding and forge connections between communities 
(McGrath & Brennan, 2020; Myrick, 2021). In essence, music's capacity 
to serve as a medium for reconciliation, peace-building, and socio-
political change is a testament to its enduring power and significance in 
the human experience. It transcends boundaries, unites hearts, and 
provides a voice for those who may otherwise go unheard. Therefore, 
the ongoing conflict between Palestine and Israel has cast a long shadow 
over international relations, underscoring the urgent need for avenues of 
reconciliation and peacebuilding. In times of unprecedented turmoil, the 
potential for art and music to transcend political boundaries and serve as 
catalysts for a positive change becomes increasingly evident.  
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It is prudent to mention that the significance of music as a medium 
for socio-political change has been well-documented in the academic 
sphere. Numerous studies have examined the impact of music on 
shaping collective consciousness, fostering empathy, and promoting 
activism (Condon, 2017; Feld, 1984; Riggio, 2010). Additionally, scholars 
have explored the role of artistes as advocates for peace and social 
justice, with a focus on their influence on public opinion and 
policymaking (Bresler, 2013; Bakan et al., 2012). However, the specific 
application of a renowned song like "Heal the World" in the context of 
the Palestine-Israel conflict remains an underexplored area within the 
existing literature. Despite the extensive body of work on the impact of 
music on social change, there is a noticeable dearth of research 
addressing the potential of "Heal the World" as a tool for peace advocacy 
in the specific context of the Palestine-Israel conflict. The available 
literature predominantly centres on broader discussions of music's 
capacity to inspire social transformation, with limited attention paid to 
the potential application of a specific song in the resolution of a deeply 
entrenched geopolitical conflict (Mwambari, 2020; Ezeani, 2022; 
Ocheing, 2022). Furthermore, there is a need for a nuanced examination 
of the cultural, historical, and political contexts within Palestine and 
Israel to understand how the song's message may be received and 
interpreted in these distinct environments.  

The motivation behind this study arises from a deep-seated belief in 
the power of art and music to bridge divides and foster understanding. In 
the face of an ongoing conflict that has far-reaching consequences, the 
potential for a universally acclaimed song like "Heal the World" to 
inspire collective action and empathy is both compelling and timely. By 
undertaking this research, we aspire to contribute to the discourse on 
music's role in peacebuilding and to offer a novel perspective on how art 
can serve as a catalyst for change in even the most entrenched conflicts. 
In the subsequent sections, this study will delve into a comprehensive 
analysis of the song's themes, its potential impact on diverse audiences in 
Palestine and Israel, and the challenges and opportunities inherent in 
utilising "Heal the World" as a tool for peace advocacy in this specific 
geopolitical context. To achieve this set goal, the following research 
questions were developed to guide this study:  
a) How does the song "Heal the World" resonate with audiences in 

Palestine and Israel amidst the ongoing conflict? 
b) What are the key cultural and political factors that influence the 

reception and interpretation of "Heal the World" in Palestine and 
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Israel, and how do they shape its potential as an advocacy tool for 
peace?  

c) What are the practical strategies and considerations for effectively 
utilising "Heal the World" as an advocacy tool to promote peace and 
harmony between Palestine and Israel? 

 
Theoretical Framework 
 
The theoretical framework employed in this study, Conflict 
Transformation and Peacebuilding, draws from the rich tradition of 
peace studies and conflict resolution theory, particularly outlined by John 
Paul Lederach in his seminal work "Building Peace: Sustainable 
Reconciliation in Divided Societies" (1997). This framework provides a 
comprehensive approach to addressing entrenched conflicts, 
emphasising the need for a multidimensional understanding of conflict 
dynamics. As noted by Hassanein (2023), Conflict Transformation and 
Peacebuilding underscores the importance of considering not only overt 
violence but also the underlying structural, cultural, and psychological 
factors contributing to prolonged disputes. 

In the context of the Palestine-Israel conflict, the application of 
Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding is particularly pertinent. This 
conflict's complexity necessitates a multifaceted understanding and a 
commitment to sustainable solutions (Houghton & Houghton, 2024). 
Through this lens, various actors, including artistes and musicians, are 
recognised for their role in shaping perceptions, fostering empathy, and 
catalysing healing. Artistes and musicians, as cultural influencers, possess 
the capacity to convey complex emotions and challenge established 
narratives, as highlighted in the transformative potential of "Heal the 
World". 

"Heal the World" serves as a poignant message of unity and 
compassion, transcending boundaries of nationality and ideology. 
Through its evocative lyrics and melody, the song prompts reflection on 
individual roles in fostering peace. Furthermore, it provides a platform 
for dialogue and reconciliation, inviting individuals from both sides of 
the conflict to engage in collective reflection on shared aspirations for 
peace (Houghton & Houghton, 2024). 

Beyond its immediate emotional impact, "Heal the World" 
contributes to broader societal shifts, influencing attitudes, perceptions, 
and behaviours related to the conflict. By challenging entrenched 
divisions and offering an alternative narrative rooted in compassion and 
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cooperation, the song aligns with the goals of Conflict Transformation 
and Peacebuilding (Olsson & Moore, 2024). The Conflict 
Transformation and Peacebuilding framework offers a valuable lens for 
understanding the role of "Heal the World" in the Palestine-Israel 
conflict. By recognising the complexity of conflicts and advocating 
holistic, multidimensional approaches, this framework underscores the 
potential of art, particularly music, as a powerful tool for promoting 
understanding, empathy, and healing. "Heal the World" thus emerges as 
a potent force in broader efforts towards conflict transformation and 
peacebuilding, contributing to the creation of a more harmonious and 
just world for all. 
 
Methodology 
 
For this study, a qualitative research methodology known as "desk 
research" or "secondary research" was employed. This approach entails 
the comprehensive collection and synthesis of information from various 
written and digital sources, including books, articles, reports, databases, 
and publicly available materials (Guerin Janta, & van Gorp, 2028). As a 
literature-based (desktop) study, human subjects or participant interviews 
were not utilised, as literary sources were deemed sufficient for the 
collection and analysis of non-numerical data (Guerin et al, 2028). The 
data collection process predominantly relied on archival sources and 
other secondary materials such as books, book chapters, and published 
peer-reviewed journal articles. To ensure a comprehensive review of 
available resources, various platforms were utilised, such as Google 
Scholar, JSTOR, ResearchGate, and university repositories. 
 
Relevance of Sources 
 
The relevance of sources was meticulously assessed based on their direct 
connection to the Palestine-Israel conflict and the advocacy for peace 
through cultural means, such as music. This involved a rigorous selection 
process of scholarly articles, reports, and analyses that specifically 
addressed the role of cultural artifacts in conflict resolution and 
peacebuilding within the context of the Middle East region (Smith, 
2015). By prioritising sources that directly relate to the study's focus, the 
research ensured the inclusion of pertinent information for the analysis. 
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Timelines of Sources 
 
Careful consideration was given to the timelines of sources selected to 
encompass both recent and historical perspectives on the conflict. This 
involved selecting sources that spanned a range of time periods to 
provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic's evolution over 
time. By incorporating historical perspectives alongside contemporary 
analyses (Mahoney, 2004), the study aimed to capture the dynamic nature 
of the Palestine-Israel conflict and the evolving role of cultural advocacy 
for peace. 
 
Scope of Research 
 
The scope of the research was meticulously defined to concentrate 
specifically on scholarly articles, reports, and analyses discussing the role 
of cultural artifacts in conflict resolution and peacebuilding, particularly 
within the Middle East region (Pirkkalainen & Abdile, 2009). This 
focused approach allowed for an in-depth exploration of the relevant 
literature, avoiding tangential topics that may not directly contribute to 
the research objectives. 
 
Triangulation Approach 
 
In addition to scholarly articles, books, and reports, the study utilised 
websites and online repositories to triangulate information and 
substantiate certain facts (Adami & Kiger, 2005). This triangulation 
approach was employed to enhance the credibility and reliability of the 
findings by cross-referencing information from multiple sources and 
perspectives, thus strengthening the validity of the research findings. 
 
Ethical Implications 
 
The authors took proactive measures to mitigate biases in source 
selection, data interpretation, and reporting (Vaismoradi, Turunen, & 
Bondas, 2013). This involved critically evaluating sources for potential 
biases or conflicts of interest, acknowledging any limitations or gaps in 
the research, and maintaining transparency in the presentation of 
findings. Additionally, efforts were made to adhere to ethical guidelines 
and standards of academic integrity throughout the research process, 
ensuring the integrity and credibility of the study. 
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Contextualising the Lyrics "Heal the World” 
 
Perhaps, it is essential to foreground this section by contextualising the 
lyrics of "Heal the World" which involves delving into the intricate web 
of socio-political and cultural factors that shaped the creation and 
reception of this iconic song. The conflict between Palestine and Israel is 
deeply entrenched in historical, political, and cultural disputes over land, 
identity, and sovereignty. Stemming from competing claims to the same 
territory, the conflict has persisted for decades, resulting in significant 
human suffering, displacement, and loss on both sides (Khalidi, 2023). 
Rooted in deep-seated grievances and historical injustices, the Palestine-
Israel conflict poses a formidable challenge to peace and stability in the 
region (Barak-Gorodetsky & Zalzberg, 2023). 

Within this complex geopolitical landscape, "Heal the World" by 
Michael Jackson emerges as a powerful advocacy tool for peace, 
addressing key thematic areas relevant to conflict transformation theory. 
Drawing from conflict transformation principles, which emphasise the 
importance of addressing underlying causes and transforming 
relationships to achieve sustainable peace (Lederach, 1997), the song 
embodies a narrative of hope, compassion, and collective action. 
 
Thematic Areas Addressed by the Song 
 
Universal Love and Empathy: "Heal the World" emphasises the 
universal capacity for love and empathy, transcending geographical and 
ideological divides. This theme resonates with conflict transformation 
theory, which recognises the importance of fostering empathy and 
understanding to bridge divides and promote reconciliation (Özkaynak et 
al., 2023). 
 
Collective Responsibility and Action: The lyrics of the song call for 
collective responsibility in addressing societal challenges and working 
towards a common goal of healing and harmony. This aligns with 
conflict transformation principles, which advocate the involvement of all 
stakeholders in peacebuilding efforts and the importance of collaborative 
action. 
 
Transformation and Reconciliation: Through imagery such as 
transforming swords into plowshares, "Heal the World" symbolises the 
potential for conflict resolution and reconciliation. This theme reflects 
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conflict transformation theory's emphasis on transforming relationships 
and addressing underlying grievances to achieve sustainable peace 
(Özkaynak et al., 2023). 
 
Hope and Solidarity: As a source of solace and inspiration, "Heal the 
World" offers hope and solidarity to those affected by conflict. By 
highlighting the shared humanity of all individuals involved, the song 
promotes a sense of unity and common purpose in advocating peace. 
Incorporating these thematic areas into the analysis of "Heal the World" 
within the context of the Palestine-Israel conflict underscores the song's 
relevance as a catalyst for conflict transformation and peace advocacy. By 
aligning with the principles of conflict transformation theory, the song 
provides a narrative of hope and resilience in the face of adversity, 
offering a pathway towards healing and reconciliation in a deeply divided 
region. Through its universal message of love, empathy, and collective 
action, "Heal the World" serves as a beacon of hope and solidarity, 
inspiring individuals to come together in pursuit of a more peaceful and 
just world. 
 
Analysis of “Heal the World” by Michael Jackson 
"Heal the World," an iconic composition by Michael Jackson, stands as a 
powerful plea for global unity, compassion, and the healing of our shared 
world. In the context of the enduring conflict between Palestine and 
Israel, this analysis seeks to explore how the lyrics of the song can be 
harnessed as an advocacy tool for peace, emphasising themes of 
harmony and reconciliation. 

 
(Think about um, the generations 

And ah, say we want to make it a better place for our children 
And our children's children so that they, they 
They, they know it's a better world for them 
And think if they can make it a better place) 

There's a place in your heart 
And I know that it is love 

And this place it was brighter than tomorrow 
And if you really try 

You'll find there's no need to cry 
In this place you'll feel there's no hurt or sorrow 

There are ways to get there 
If you care enough for the living 
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Make a little space 
Make a better place 

Heal the world 
Make it a better place 

For you and for me, and the entire human race 
There are people dying 

If you care enough for the living 
Make a better place for you and for me 

If you want to know why 
There's love that cannot lie 

Love is strong 
It only cares of joyful giving 

If we try we shall see 
In this bliss we cannot feel 

Fear of dread, we stop existing and start living 
Then it feels that always 

Love's enough for us growing 
Make a better world 

So make a better world 
Heal the world 

Make it a better place 
For you and for me, and the entire human race 

There are people dying 
If you care enough for the living 

Make a better place for you and for me 
And the dream we were conceived in will reveal a joyful face 
And the world we once believed in will shine again in grace 

Then why do we keep strangling life 
Wound this earth, crucify its soul? 

Though it's plain to see, this world is heavenly 
Be god's glow 

We could fly so high 
Let our spirits never die 

In my heart I feel you are all my brothers 
Create a world with no fear 
Together we cry happy tears 

See the nations turn their swords into plowshares 
We could really get there 

If you cared enough for the living 
Make a little space 
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To make a better place 
Heal the world 

Make it a better place 
For you and for me, and the entire human race 

There are people dying 
If you care enough for the living 

Make a better place for you and for me 
Heal the world 

Make it a better place 
For you and for me, and the entire human race 

There are people dying 
If you care enough for the living 

Make a better place for you and for me 
Heal the world (heal the world) 

Make it a better place 
For you and for me, and the entire human race 

There are people dying 
If you care enough for the living 

Make a better place for you and for me 
There are people dying 

If you care enough for the living 
Make a better place for you and for me 

There are people dying 
If you care enough for the living 

Make a better place for you and for me 
You and for me (for a better place) 

You and for me (make a better place) 
You and for me (make a better place) 

You and for me (heal the world we live in) 
You and for me (save it for our children) 

You and for me (heal the world we live in) 
You and for me (save it for our children) 

You and for me (heal the world we live in) 
You and for me (save it for our children) 

You and for me (heal the world we live in) 
You and for me (save it for our children). 

 
"There's a place in your heart, and I know that it is love..." 
These opening lines evoke a sense of universality, highlighting the 
inherent capacity for love and empathy within every individual. It serves 
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as a reminder that amidst conflict, there exists a fundamental shared 
humanity that transcends geographical and ideological boundaries. 
 
"...And this place could be much brighter than tomorrow..." 
This line instils hope for a brighter future, suggesting that, by embracing 
love and compassion, we have the power to shape a world that surpasses 
the challenges of the present. 
 
"And if you really try, you'll find there's no need to cry..." 
Here, the lyrics encourage proactive efforts towards a positive change. It 
implies that by actively striving for peace and understanding, we can 
alleviate suffering and dispel the need for sorrow. 
 
"...In this place you'll feel there's no hurt or sorrow..." 
This line paints a vivid picture of a world free from pain and suffering. It 
conveys a vision of a harmonious existence that can be achieved through 
collective efforts. 
 
"...Then nations turn their swords into plowshares..." 
This powerful imagery draws from the biblical reference of transforming 
instruments of war into tools for productivity. It symbolises the potential 
for nations to redirect their resources towards constructive pursuits, 
fostering prosperity and cooperation. 
 
"...We could really get there, if you cared enough for the living..." 
This line underscores the call for collective responsibility. It suggests that 
by valuing and caring for the well-being of all individuals, we can 
collectively work towards the shared goal of a harmonious world. 
The lyrics of "Heal the World" resonate profoundly in the context of 
advocating peace between Palestine and Israel. They emphasise universal 
themes of love, empathy, and collective responsibility, transcending the 
specific geopolitical context. The song's message of unity aligns with the 
vision of a world where nations set aside their differences for the 
betterment of humanity.  

In the midst of conflict, these lyrics serve as a poignant reminder of 
the potential for a positive change. They inspire individuals to take 
action, encouraging them to channel their energies towards peacebuilding 
efforts. By utilising "Heal the World" as an advocacy tool, the song's 
universal message becomes a rallying cry for a shared commitment to 
harmony, fostering a sense of shared purpose in the pursuit of peace. In 
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conclusion, the lyrics of "Heal the World" offer a compelling narrative of 
hope, compassion, and the transformative power of collective action. In 
the context of the Palestine-Israel conflict, they provide a foundation for 
advocacy efforts, reminding us that amidst turmoil, there exists a shared 
humanity that can be harnessed to forge a path towards peace and 
reconciliation. Through this analysis, we recognise the potential of art, 
and specifically music, to serve as a catalyst for a positive change in even 
the most entrenched geopolitical conflicts. 
 
Findings 
The subsequent section provides a thorough analysis based on the 
themes that have emerged from the data examination 

 

Universal Message of Unity and Compassion 
 
Several studies mention that the song "Heal the World" by Michael 
Jackson carries a universal message of unity, compassion, and the 
collective responsibility to create a better world (Hutajulu et al., 2023; 
Nasrum, Dahlan, & Ningsih, 2021). Regardless of geographical or 
ideological boundaries, the song's powerful plea for global harmony 
transcends differences, making it particularly relevant in regions marked 
by long-standing conflicts like Palestine and Israel. Its emphasis on love, 
empathy, and shared humanity offers a glimmer of hope amidst ongoing 
conflicts, providing a common ground for reflection and positive change. 
In Palestine, a nation fraught with its own internal and external conflicts, 
the message of "Heal the World" resonates deeply. The lyrics, with their 
emphasis on love, empathy, and shared humanity, offer a glimmer of 
hope in a region where tensions have persisted for decades. The song's 
call to turn weapons into tools for prosperity aligns with the aspirations 
of many Palestinians is for a more peaceful and prosperous future 
(Yousaf & Gulfam, 2023).  

In Israel, a nation entrenched in a complex web of geopolitical 
conflicts, the message of "Heal the World" carries a poignant significance 
(Yousaf & Gulfam, 2023). The lyrics speak to the longing for 
reconciliation and a collective yearning for a world free from the burdens 
of conflict. The call for unity and cooperation among nations in the song 
is particularly pertinent in a region where diplomatic resolutions and 
international cooperation are crucial for lasting peace (Momberg, 2017). 

Despite the divergent political stances and historical narratives that 
often separate these nations, "Heal the World" provides a common 
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ground through its universal themes. It invites both Palestinians and 
Israelis to reflect on their shared humanity and consider the potential for 
a positive change through collective action (Momberg, 2017). The song's 
message of creating a better world for future generations strikes a chord 
with audiences in both nations who aspire to leave a legacy of peace and 
harmony. Moreover, the enduring popularity of "Heal the World" 
testifies to its ability to transcend linguistic and cultural barriers. Its 
melody and message have the power to evoke emotions and stir hearts, 
irrespective of nationality or background. In a region where cultural 
exchange and understanding are essential for building bridges of 
reconciliation, the song serves as a unifying force (Hutajulu et al, 2023; 
Momberg, 2017; Nasrum et al., 2021). 

However, it is important to acknowledge that while "Heal the World" 
offers a message of hope and inspiration, it alone cannot solve the 
complex geopolitical issues facing Palestine and Israel. Nevertheless, the 
song has the potential to serve as a catalyst for dialogue and 
understanding (Goren & Lindenstrauss, 2023). It encourages individuals 
on both sides to consider the possibility of a shared future built on 
compassion and cooperation. Evidently, "Heal the World" transcends 
borders and political divides to resonate with audiences in Palestine and 
Israel amidst the ongoing conflict (Goren & Lindenstrauss, 2023). Its 
universal message of love, empathy, and collective responsibility offers a 
glimmer of hope and a common ground for individuals to come together 
in pursuit of a more peaceful world. While the song may not provide all 
the answers, it serves as a powerful reminder of the potential for a 
positive change through unity and compassion. 
 
Relevance amidst Conflict 
 
The reception and interpretation of "Heal the World" in Palestine and 
Israel are profoundly influenced by an intricate interplay of cultural and 
political factors unique to each nation (Nets-Zehngut, 2012; Tarish, 
Abdalhakeem, & Al Hasani, 2022). These factors serve as lenses through 
which the song's message is perceived, comprehended, and assimilated 
into the broader socio-political fabric (Nets-Zehngut, 2012; Tarish et al., 
2022). In Palestine, the historical narratives and perspectives that shape 
the collective identity and worldview are diverse and rich, reflecting a 
nation marked by various ethnicities and linguistic groups (Nets-
Zehngut, 2012; Assmann, 2018). Islam, a central cultural pillar, imbues 
the society with its values and principles. In Israel, Judaism stands as a 
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dominant cultural and religious force, influencing traditions, beliefs, and 
societal norms. These religious and ethnic dynamics play a pivotal role in 
shaping how the message of unity and coexistence in "Heal the World" is 
received (Nets-Zehngut, 2012; Tarish et al., 2022). 

Furthermore, the media and entertainment industries wield a 
significant influence in both countries, shaping public opinion and 
cultural norms (Tarish et al., 2022). The portrayal and reception of "Heal 
the World" are inevitably influenced by the prevailing narratives in the 
media landscape. The educational systems in Palestine and Israel also 
contribute to the interpretation of the song's message. Content 
addressing historical conflicts, peace endeavours, and global issues forms 
a crucial part of the curriculum, potentially influencing how individuals 
internalise the song's call for peace and unity (Zamir, 2017; Smadja et al., 
2022). 

On the political front, both nations bear the weight of long-standing 
geopolitical conflicts, leaving an indelible mark on their societies (Zamir, 
2017). The historical context of conflict profoundly impacts how the 
song's plea for global unity and peace is perceived within these nations. 
Government policies and foreign relations further shape the reception of 
the song. Official narratives and diplomatic relations can have a 
substantial influence on public discourse regarding peace and 
reconciliation efforts (Goren & Lindenstrauss, 2023). Additionally, 
peacebuilding and advocacy initiatives within each nation are integral to 
the reception of "Heal the World". These endeavours, which often align 
with the song's message, serve to amplify its impact and facilitate its 
integration into the broader discourse on peace (Houghton & Houghton, 
2024).  

Moreover, the various political ideologies, movements, and parties 
within Palestine and Israel can hold differing perspectives on issues of 
peace and conflict. These ideologies play a pivotal role in influencing 
how the song's message is interpreted and incorporated into political 
discourse (Yousaf & Gulfam, 2023). Lastly, the geopolitical alignments 
and alliances of Palestine and Israel on the international stage 
significantly shape the reception of the song. Global events and 
diplomatic relationships may influence how the song's message is 
contextualised within broader political frameworks (Goren & 
Lindenstrauss, 2023). In sum, the reception and interpretation of "Heal 
the World" in Palestine and Israel are deeply intertwined with the specific 
cultural and political dynamics of each nation. These factors contribute 
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to a nuanced understanding of how the song's message resonates within 
the socio-political context of both countries. 
 
Cultural and Political Influences on Reception 
 
The unique cultural and political dynamics in Palestine and Israel play a 
pivotal role in shaping the potential of "Heal the World" as an advocacy 
tool for peace (Houghton & Houghton, 2024). In Palestine, the song's 
emphasis on universal themes of love, unity, and compassion aligns with 
the nation's diverse cultural landscape and its predominant Islamic 
identity (Houghton & Houghton, 2024). The song's call for unity and 
coexistence resonates with Palestine's values of communal harmony and 
respect for diversity (Hutajulu et al., 2023; Nasrum et al., 2021). It is 
evident that by tapping into these cultural sensibilities, "Heal the World" 
has the potential to serve as a unifying force, bringing together 
individuals from different ethnic and linguistic backgrounds under a 
shared vision of peace. Additionally, Palestine's history of geopolitical 
tensions and conflicts provides a poignant backdrop for the message of 
the song (Nasrum et al., 2021). The enduring impact of these conflicts on 
the nation's collective consciousness creates a fertile ground for the 
song's plea for global unity and peace. It offers a counter-narrative to the 
prevailing discourse of conflict, offering a message of hope and 
reconciliation. 

In Israel, the song's call for turning weapons into tools for 
prosperity speaks directly to the nation's history of conflict and its 
ongoing quest for stability and security. The theme of transformation and 
healing resonates deeply with a society that has experienced the profound 
impacts of geopolitical tensions (Momberg, 2017). Therefore, by 
advocating a shift towards peaceful coexistence, "Heal the World" holds 
the potential to inspire a renewed commitment to diplomatic solutions 
and conflict resolution. Moreover, the song's universal message 
transcends religious and ethnic divides in Israel (Madonsela & Lourens, 
2021). While Judaism holds a central place in Israeli culture, the song's 
message of love and compassion aligns with the broader humanistic 
values that underpin the Israeli society. This provides an opportunity for 
"Heal the World" to serve as a bridge for dialogue and understanding 
across diverse communities.  
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Potential as an Advocacy Tool 
 
Effectively utilising "Heal the World" as an advocacy tool for peace and 
harmony between Palestine and Israel demands a thoughtful and 
culturally sensitive approach. Firstly, it is imperative to tailor the message 
to resonate with the unique socio-cultural contexts of both nations 
(Hutajulu et al., 2023; Momberg, 2017). This includes recognising the 
diversity within each country, acknowledging religious and linguistic 
sensitivities, and adapting the advocacy efforts to be inclusive and 
respectful of local traditions. Collaborative initiatives should be 
prioritised, forging partnerships with local organisations, NGOs, and 
community leaders in both Palestine and Israel. These partnerships can 
not only provide valuable insights but also broaden the reach and impact 
of advocacy campaigns (Barnes, 2006).  

Educational programmes and awareness campaigns should be 
employed to engage the public in discussions about peace, conflict 
resolution, and the message of "Heal the World". These initiatives can be 
conducted through workshops, seminars, and digital platforms, ensuring 
that the message reaches a wide and diverse audience (Abdulmumini, 
Ayodele, & Paul, 2023). Multilingual communication is key to 
accessibility, ensuring that advocacy materials are available in the various 
languages spoken in both nations (Gadlin & Welsh, 2020; Madonsela & 
Lourens, 2021). Additionally, organising events that incorporate music, 
art, and cultural expressions can serve as powerful platforms for dialogue 
and understanding between diverse communities. Targeting educational 
institutions and youth groups is crucial, as they represent the future 
leaders and change-makers of both nations. Encouraging students to 
express their perspectives on peace through creative projects inspired by 
the song can foster a sense of ownership and commitment to the cause 
(Bekerman, 2007). Finally, leveraging social media and digital platforms 
enables advocacy efforts to reach a wide audience in both Palestine and 
Israel, facilitating meaningful engagement and dialogue. By incorporating 
these practical strategies and considerations, advocacy efforts utilising 
"Heal the World" can play a vital role in promoting peace and harmony 
between Palestine and Israel, fostering a shared commitment to a more 
peaceful future (Buheji, Mushimiyimana, & Ahmed, 2024). 
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Thematic Analytical Section 
 
In analysing the reception and impact of "Heal the World" in Palestine 
and Israel, several emergent themes become evident. Firstly, the song's 
universal message of unity and compassion resonates deeply with 
audiences in both nations, offering hope amidst ongoing conflicts 
(Hutajulu et al., 2023; Nasrum et al., 2021). In Palestine, where tensions 
have persisted for decades, the song's call for unity and turning weapons 
into tools for prosperity aligns with aspirations for a more peaceful 
future. Similarly, in Israel, amidst its complex geopolitical conflicts, the 
message of "Heal the World" carries a poignant significance, speaking to 
the longing for reconciliation and a world free from conflict. Despite 
divergent political stances, the song provides a common ground through 
its universal themes, inviting reflection on shared humanity and the 
potential for a positive change. 

Cultural and political influences heavily shape the reception of "Heal 
the World" in Palestine and Israel. Cultural dynamics, including religious 
and ethnic identities, shape how the song's message is perceived within 
each nation (Zamir, 2017). Media portrayal, educational systems, and 
political narratives further influence public discourse and attitudes 
towards peace and reconciliation efforts (Tarish et al., 2022). Historical 
context and government policies play a pivotal role in shaping these 
perceptions, highlighting the complexity of navigating peace advocacy in 
deeply entrenched conflicts (Zamir, 2017). 

Despite these challenges, "Heal the World" holds significant potential 
as an advocacy tool for peace in both Palestine and Israel. In Palestine, 
the song's alignment with cultural values and its plea for peace amidst 
historical conflicts position it as a unifying force (Hutajulu et al., 2023). 
Similarly, in Israel, the theme of transformation and healing resonates 
with a society seeking stability and security, offering inspiration for 
diplomatic solutions. Collaborative initiatives, educational programmes, 
and cultural events can effectively utilise "Heal the World" as an 
advocacy tool, engaging diverse audiences and fostering dialogue for 
peace (Gadlin & Welsh, 2020). Through these efforts, the song's 
universal message of unity and compassion can contribute to building 
bridges and fostering understanding between communities in Palestine 
and Israel, ultimately paving the way for a more peaceful future. 
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Discussion  
 
The article discusses the findings and implications of Michael Jackson's 
iconic song, "Heal the World," with a focus on its resonance in the 
context of the Palestine-Israel conflict. The song, released in 1991, 
amidst significant global events such as the end of the Cold War, the 
AIDS epidemic, and environmental concerns, is presented as a musical 
manifesto for a more harmonious and compassionate world. 

The early 1990s, marked by the AIDS epidemic and growing 
environmental consciousness, set the backdrop for "Heal the World". 
The song's poignant plea to address global suffering caused by the 
pandemic aligns with the broader societal challenges of the time. It serves 
as a call for empathy, solidarity, and collective action, emphasising the 
need to confront the devastating impact of AIDS and advocate 
sustainable environmental practices. 

With the Cold War's conclusion, the international community 
experienced a sense of optimism. "Heal the World" reflects this 
optimism, calling for unity and cooperation among nations. Michael 
Jackson's commitment to racial equality and cultural unity is highlighted, 
portraying the song as an extension of his advocacy for a world free from 
discrimination. Decades after its release, the enduring legacy of "Heal the 
World" is presented as a timeless and universal message, relevant in the 
face of ongoing challenges. The subsequent analysis delves into the 
specific lyrics of the song, emphasising its universal themes. The opening 
lines, emphasising the place in one's heart and the brightness of 
tomorrow, evoke a sense of shared humanity. The call to make a better 
world for future generations resonates as a universal message, 
transcending geographical and ideological boundaries. 

The article then transitions to an analysis of how "Heal the World" 
can be utilised as an advocacy tool for peace between Palestine and 
Israel. The lyrics' emphasis on love, empathy, and collective 
responsibility is deemed relevant in regions marked by long-standing 
conflicts. The song's message of unity provides a common ground for 
individuals on both sides to reflect on their shared humanity and aspire 
to a positive change through collective action (Hutajulu et al., 2023; 
Nasrum et al., 2021). 

A section is dedicated to answering research questions using existing 
literature. The song's resonance in Palestine and Israel is explored, 
emphasising its universal message in regions marked by conflicts. Despite 
political differences, the song offers a shared vision of peace and 
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harmony, resonating with individuals aspiring to leave a legacy of positive 
change. The influence of cultural and political factors on the reception 
and interpretation of "Heal the World" in Palestine and Israel is 
discussed. Cultural factors include diverse historical narratives, religious 
influences, media portrayal, and educational systems. Political factors 
involve geopolitical conflicts, government policies, and peacebuilding 
initiatives. The complex interplay of these factors contributes to a 
nuanced understanding of how the song's message is perceived within 
each nation (Momberg, 2017). 

The final research question addresses the practical strategies and 
considerations for effectively utilising "Heal the World" as an advocacy 
tool for peace between Palestine and Israel. The importance of a 
culturally sensitive approach, tailored messaging, collaborative 
partnerships, educational programmes, and digital platforms is 
emphasised. Engaging the public through events that incorporate music, 
art, and cultural expressions is deemed crucial, as is targeting educational 
institutions and youth groups to foster a sense of ownership and 
commitment to peace. 

In conclusion, the article underscores the transformative potential of 
"Heal the World" in fostering reconciliation and a positive change, 
especially in regions grappling with long-standing conflicts. The universal 
message of love, empathy, and collective responsibility is portrayed as a 
unifying force capable of transcending cultural and political divides. 
 
Recommendations 
 
To effectively utilise "Heal the World" as an advocacy tool for peace and 
harmony between Palestine and Israel, it is recommended to implement 
community-based peace initiatives that bring together diverse groups in 
both nations. Collaborating with local organisations and leaders ensures 
cultural sensitivity, fostering a sense of shared responsibility for peace. 
Educational programmes and awareness campaigns should be developed, 
integrating the song's themes into school curricula and launching 
multimedia campaigns to reach a broad audience. Multilingual 
communication is crucial for accessibility. Additionally, fostering 
international collaborations and cultural exchanges between artistes from 
both nations can amplify the message of unity, creating joint projects that 
transcend political boundaries. These initiatives, grounded in community 
engagement, education, and international collaboration, have the 
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potential to inspire a positive change and contribute to lasting peace in 
the region. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, the analysis of "Heal the World" by Michael Jackson 
reveals its timeless and universal message that transcends geographic and 
political boundaries. Released in 1991 during a pivotal moment in 
history, the song addressed global challenges such as the AIDS epidemic, 
environmental concerns, and the aftermath of the Cold War. Michael 
Jackson's artistic intentions, rooted in a desire to leverage his influence 
for the betterment of humanity, are evident in the song's powerful plea 
for global unity, compassion, and the healing of our shared world.  

The lyrics of "Heal the World" resonate profoundly in the context of 
advocating peace between Palestine and Israel. The song's emphasis on 
universal themes of love, empathy, and collective responsibility provides 
a common ground for individuals in both nations, despite their divergent 
political stances. It serves as a poignant reminder that, amidst the 
complexities of the ongoing conflict, there exists a shared humanity that 
can be harnessed to forge a path towards peace and reconciliation. 
Moreover, the research findings underscore the potential of "Heal the 
World" as an effective advocacy tool for peace in the region. The song's 
ability to resonate with diverse audiences in Palestine and Israel, despite 
their unique cultural and political dynamics, highlights its capacity to 
serve as a catalyst for dialogue and understanding. While acknowledging 
that the song alone cannot resolve the deeply rooted geopolitical issues 
facing the region, it offers a powerful medium through which individuals 
on both sides can envision a shared future built on compassion and 
cooperation. The key cultural and political factors that influence the 
reception and interpretation of "Heal the World" in Palestine and Israel 
provide valuable insights into the nuanced dynamics of the conflict. The 
diverse historical narratives, religious influences, media landscapes, and 
geopolitical contexts shape how the song's message is perceived within 
each nation. By understanding these factors, advocates can tailor their 
strategies to effectively resonate with the unique sensitivities of both 
populations. 

The analysis also sheds light on practical strategies and considerations 
for utilising "Heal the World" as an advocacy tool. Tailoring the message 
to align with the socio-cultural contexts of both nations, fostering 
collaborations with local organisations and implementing educational 
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programmes and awareness campaigns are recommended strategies. 
These initiatives, coupled with community engagement, can create a 
groundswell of support for peace efforts, encouraging dialogue and 
understanding among diverse communities. However, it is essential to 
acknowledge the limitations of utilising a song, even one as iconic as 
"Heal the World," as a standalone solution for geopolitical conflicts. 
While the song can inspire positive sentiments and open avenues for 
dialogue, it cannot replace the need for comprehensive political solutions 
and diplomatic efforts. It is crucial for advocates to recognise the 
complexities of the Palestine-Israel conflict and to work collaboratively 
with existing peacebuilding initiatives. 

In terms of new insights, the research contributes to the 
understanding of the potential impact of art, specifically music, in 
fostering a positive change in entrenched geopolitical conflicts. "Heal the 
World" serves as a testament to the enduring power of artistic expression 
to transcend barriers and inspire collective action. The study provides 
insights into how a culturally sensitive and well-executed advocacy 
campaign, centred around a universally resonant song, can contribute to 
peacebuilding efforts in regions grappling with historical conflicts. In the 
ever-evolving landscape of global challenges, the call to action embedded 
in "Heal the World" remains as pertinent as ever. It stands as a reminder 
that, irrespective of the complexities surrounding geopolitical conflicts, 
the universal themes of love, empathy, and collective responsibility have 
the potential to unite diverse populations in the pursuit of a more 
harmonious and peaceful world. The song's enduring legacy encourages 
us to harness the transformative power of art in our continued efforts 
towards a better, more interconnected future. 
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